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Enter the Budget

The new Federal budget, pre-
sented yesterday, estimates receipts
for 1922-'23 at $3,338,000,000 and
expenditures (including reduction in
the principal of the public debt) at
$3,605,000,000. These figures ex-
clude postal revenues and expendi-
tures, which practically balance each
other.

The sweeping reductions in taxa-
tion and expenditurs which have
been under way since the Harding
Administration came in are shown
by comparisons with the receipts and
disbursements of 1921.22 and
1920-'21. In the year 1920-21,
ended June 30 last, receipts were
$5,624,000,000 and outlay was $5,-
538,000,000. ¥or 1921-'22 receipts
are expected to reach $3,943,000,-
000 and expenditures $3,967,000,-
000. In the year 1922-'23, for which
approximations are to be made at
this session, the Director of the Bud-
get Bureau anticipates receipts of
$3,338,000,000* and expenditures of
$3,605,000,000. The deficiency of
$167,000,000 for 1922-23 is to be
met, however, not by taxation, but
by a bookkeeping reform, which will
make $100,000,000, now unnecessarily
tied up in the naval supply account,
available and by additional economies
in government operation. E

From 1921 to 1922 government
expenditure has fallen $1,570,000,-
000. From 1921 to 1928 it will have
fallen $2,032,000,000. «Congress
made the $1,670,000,000 reduction
without help from and over the pro-
tests of the Wilson Administration.
The second reduction of $462,000,-
000 will have been accomplished with
the zeslous codperation of the pres-
ent Administration and the new
Budget Bureau.

The agitation for sirict account-
ing and intelligent fisecal manage-
ment at Washington was long in
bearing fruit. The shocking condi-
tions of extravagance and irrespon-
sibility disclosed in the war period
made the reform inevitable. Con-
gress began to work from March,
1919, on in the spirit of budget
surveillance, although there was no
budget. Now we have the system
functioning with forethought and
energy. In two years a load of
more than $2,000,000,000 has been
thrown off the Treasury. How many
other billions were wasted because
such control was mnot established
years ago?

Health and Longevity

The report on health and longev-
ity which has just been made by Sec-~
retary Hoover's Committes on Elim-
ination of Waste in Industry is at
once encouraging and disappointing.

It tells us, in brief, that only
2,400,000 persons are now on the
average continually ill as against
8,000,000 a ‘dozen years ago. That
obviously means great economic
gain. This gain is estimated at
$1,520,000,000 a year, not counting
the abatement of suffering, the in-
‘erease of happiness and other fac-
tors which cannot be computed in
dollars and cents,

A dozen years ago there was an
average loss to wage earners
through sickness of thirteen days
each a year. Now that loss is re-
duced to seven days. A dozen years
ago it was reckoned that 42 per
cent of illness was from preventable
diseases and that if that percentage
were prevented, ga it could be, the
average of life would be lengthened
by fifteen years, Now illness has
heen decreased by 20 per cent, and
it is calculated that the average of
life has been increased by flve
years. All this is immensely grati-
fying. It shows what has been
achieved through the advance of
medical and sanitary sclence, and
also to some extent to judicious
legislation and administration for
the publie health.

The discouragement will be to
only a few who have looked to an
increase of longevity to some such
atandard as that imputed, not with
entirely impregnable authority, to
antediluvian and patriarchal days.
The report holds out no such hope,
but, on the contrary, declares that
thera is no reason for supposing that
the human race is thus advancing
physically. It is increasing its vital-
ity, so that in each life there is less
of fliness and more of efficient
health and strength; and it is In-
creasing longevity so that a larger

‘proportion of persons attain matur-
n‘_“"",’blt we regard as old
P
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F:ga_. But that the limits of old age

are being materially extonded does
not appear,

Nearly thirty-four centuries ago
Moses attained the age of 120 years,
an age which was not equaled by
his successors, but which has been
attained by a few in modern times.
But that his age was as extraordi-
nary in that day as in this is Indi-
cated by tha fact that it was he who
wrote “The days of our years are
threescora years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be four-
score years, yet iz their strength
labor and sorrow.” It may be, then,
that we shall not be able materially
to extend longevity beyond the lim-
its which have thus been recognized
for moere than three thousand years.

The Consortium

The meaning of the word con-
sortium, strange to the American
ear and arousing the suspicions com-
monly felt against the unfamiliar,
is elucidated at some length by the
group of bankers who compose the
American branch of the consortium
organization.

The consortium 1= in the nature
of a financial league of peace. The
principal nations which have eco-
nomic and financial relations with
China in times past have been under
constant temptation to compete
greedily for privileges—to their
own injury and to the dissatisfaction
of China. To end this unwholesome
rivalry finaneial groups of the vari-
ous nations eaid: “Let each of us
agree to cease grabbing and hence-
forth co-operate.” Hence the con-
sortium.

Under governmental ausplces
banking groups in the United States,
Great Britaln, France and Japan
came together and at a gathering in
New York on October 15, 1920,
adopted the consortium’s constitu-
tion. This provided that the ‘‘open
door” principle should be respected
and that if China applied for loans
to carry through large economic de-
velopments the application should
not be to the financiers of particu-
lar countries but to the joint organ-
ization, which would allot the appro-
priate participation to its members.
The fingncial statesmen were a year
ahead of the political statesmen in
striking at the heart of the Chinese
problem.

Some effort, a survival of the ig-
norant and childish policy of Bryan
days, has been made to down the
consortium by attacking it as “dol-
lar diplomaecy.” But this time the
attempt to arouse prejudice failed.
It is now generally recognized that
if China is to be helped there must
be dollar diplomacy. Intelligent
Chinese see that China’s best pro-
tection against illegitimate exploi-
tation is in dealing with lenders
through one agency.

But neither the consortium as a
whole nor any of its national
branches has funds of its own to
advance, FEach branch is merely a
clearing house or transmitting of-
fice, What can be loaned depends
on whether the investors are willing
to lend. The interest rate is the
market rate, neither harsh nor
lenient. Immense is the volume of
pro-Chinese  sentiment in this
country. A friendly feeling, of
course, is an excellent thing, but it is
no substitute for acts. How many
are willing to assist China by in-
vesting in China, trusting her to
meet her obligations?

It will be noted that the consor-
tium’s ‘membership is confined at
present to a small group of nations.
This is not because of a desire to
exclude other nations, but because
the other nations have not the finan-
cial power or the willingness to in-
vest in China. Again do the finan-
cigl statesmen point out the path of
progress to the political statesmen,
for a league of peace, it is becoming
increasingly obyvious, must contain
the countries posscssed of power.

The Vienna Riots

Austria weathered the storm of
Bolshevism in 1919, when it was at
its greatest force and when Ba-
variu on one side and Hungary on
the other-succumbed. That Austria
should at this late date fall a prey
to Bolsheviem is therefore most un«
likely. This is all the more so in
view of the fact that Austrians arc
thoroughly familiar with what
Bolshevism did in Hungary and
Russia,

The rioting in Vienna was ob-
viously due to a conjunetion of
causes. There was a big strike in
progress in the suburbs. The first
cold of winter had just come. Food
prices had risen sharply. Coal was
scarce. In the midst of all this
suffering lived a few thousand for-
eigners, many of them Americans,
in ostentatious luxury. Under the
direction of Tomann, therefore, one
of the leading Austrian Communists,
the roughest elements of the town
were induced to assault the hotels
and the homes of the rich. Stores
were robbed. Food and clothes
were stolen. No one was killed or
seriously injured. That the police
generally connived is apparently
untrue. The rioting started at a
moment when and in a part of the
city from which the force was far
distant in the strike districts. - The
casual remark of one policeman
made to' a correspondent that the
police were tired of holding out is
apparently a personal and not an
officlal opinion.

Had the disturbance had no con-
nection with the Communist party

»

at all, it would indicate a much
more #serious condition than exists,
Under thoss circumatances it could
be taken only as the first sponta-
neous outbreak of hunger rilots,
cauted by starvation and under-
taken in desparation. It is true that
by destroying what it has a people
«adda to ita misery instead of reliev-
ing it, but human nature under
pressure i3 capable of great folly.

The New Session and the Tariff

Congress passed an unsatisfactory
tax revision law at the extra session.
This failure was due to the lack of
# clear understanding of the eco-
nou\ic principles underlying taxation,
The Democratic minority combined
with the so.called farmer hloc to
perpetuate the Kitchin delusion that
ineffectual efforts to tax the rich will
appeal to and benefit the non-rich.
Mr. Kitehin boasted of his intention
to make a few of the Northern states
pay the cost of the war. He wrote
altitudinous excess profits taxes and
incoma surtaxes into his law. But
he forgot that excess profits taxes
could he passed down the line and
pyramidsd to the distress of the
small consumer. He also forgot
that the higher incoms surtaxes
could be avoided through the diver-
sion of capital from productive enter-
prises into exempt state and munici-
pal securities.

Congress faces a somewhat similar
Bituation in completing the tarif? bill.
Mr. Fordney is a theorist, He seems
to believe that no high tariff rate
can be bad and no low tariff rate can
be good. He is a high protectionist
of the school of & generation ago,
when the country was eager to limit
imports in many lines for the sake
of diversifying domestic industries
and building up a home market for
them.

The bill which the House passed
didn't take sufficiently into considera-
tion the vast changes wrought in
our economic situation by the war,
We have become a creditor nation
and & great exporting nation. We
have huge loans and investments

tween the home market and the for-
eign market. In the world’s present
upset condition no one can say with
certainty what kind of permanent
tariff would be best for us, One
that made moderate changes in the
present tariff would manifestly be
safer than one which made sweep-
ing changes. For the vast derange-
ments caused by radical reyvision up-
ward and the pains of adjustment
to them might more than offset any
additional  advantages given to
American producers.

The Payne-Aldrich tarif was a
political blunder. It would be easy
to make a similar blunder now, if
Mr. Fordney's ideas are followed. A
change in the basis of import valua-
tions, for instance, would be a haz-
ardous and hurtful experiment. The
Senate Finance Committee is more|
moderate than the House Ways and :
Means Committee. It needs to be!
to pass any tariff bill at all would
be less injuripus than the passage of
one as out of line with the times and
as neglectful of new conditions as
the Pay'n_e~Aldrich bill was.

Don't_i!lame the Autos

An incorrect and unjust inference
i3 currently drawn from the caption
of a recent news item concerning the
deplorable increase of casualties on

present year. It is not true that
“Autos grow more deadly.” On the
contrary, every year, with the im-
provements which are from time to
time made, they become less danger-
ous, or, rather, more safe, both for
those who use them and for the other
persons who traverse the highways,

The fault lies not with the auto-
mobiles but with those whe misuse
them, and also with pedestrians and
others who mizuse the highways. The
penius of man has never succeeded in
inventing a thoroughly focl-proof
machine of any kind; and so, while
the modern motor ecar, with its vari-
ous appliances for control, is a mar-
vel of safety, it is always possible
for a reckless or criminal driver to
misuse it so as to endanger his own
life and the lives of others.

Nor are pedestrians, bicyclists and
others by any means free from
blame. Grossly exaggerating the old
rule that pedestrians have the right
of way, people in the cities cross tha
roadway at all sorts of places, and
even walk along it, often without the
least regard for vehicular traffie. It
is not too much to insist that they
should never walk along it, save to
get around an absolute obstruction
on the sidewalk, and that on the

never cross save at the intersections
of streets.

In the suburbs and rural regions
the case is worse, 'Within a radius of
fifty miles of this city there are hun-
dreds of miles of hizchways, evem in
considerable villages and incorpo-
rated beroughs, with no pretense at
sidewalks. It is risky to all con-
cerned to wander along in daytime,
but at night, where there are few if
any street lights and lanterns car-
ried, it is suicidal. Consider the
bicyelists who zigzag along ill-lighted
roads at night, themselves carrying
no lights, Yet every night hundreds,
probably thousands, of pedestrians
and bicyclists are doimg such fool
things in and about thia city.

The careless or law-breaking auto-

=5
| i

abroad. Our concern is divided be- |

moderate and cautious. For a failure |

the highways of this state in the!

much frequented avenues they should !

mobiligt should be brought sharply to
hoole; hut so should the other fellow,
nfoot or on his wheel, who Is equally
ccareless and {s equally a breaker of
'the law of common gense, {£ not of
the state,

The Voluntesr Hospital

Are the wealthy and public apir-
ited citizena in the financial district
of New York going to allow the
Volunteer Hospital to close ita
doors for the ' want of sufficlent
financial nssistance to keep them
open? The ‘district served by this
hoapital is the zone of preatest
wealth in the world, yet the hospital
is literally starving to death.

No hospital in New York is more
entitled to support. For years ft
has rendered excellent service in the
“‘down-town district,”” giving fully
and efficiently to all who sought
relief, The records show that it
has treated a larger proportion of
fres patients than many of the
other hospitals. But it has been
imora active In giving than in
getting, Hence its plight. The Vo)-
unteer Hospital merits the support
of the public in its district, and The
Tribune hopes and believes that it
will get it.

The Starving Patent Office

Salary of Principal Examiners Raised

$200 in Fifty-one Years
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The editorial on “The Starving
Patent Office” in The Tribune of De-
cember 1 s very timelyv. Ths Patent
| Office im indeed in a deplorable condi-
it!un. For some ramson or other, since

1870 at least, Congress seems not to
| have taken the Patent Office seriously
| —in other words, Congress has failed to
| provide for it =s it has provided for
| the other scientific bureaus of the gov-

ernment.
A While all patents are in theory

‘granted by the Commissioner of
Patents, they are in fact granted by the
| corps of examiners, which corps com-
iprises & certain number of principsl
{examiners and assistant examiners.
{ These men not only examina the in-
{ vention with respeet to the prior art,

‘.which work is again done by the lawyer
{when s patent is litigated, but they |
are also required, upon the, completion
of the examination, to officinlly decide
the same questions of fact and law
which are presented to and decided by
the Federal judiciary in considering
! the litigated patent.

For this work, which (s a combina-
tion of the work done by the patent
lawyer and the Federal judge, the ex-
aminer receives at the present time
{only $2700 a year. It is startling to
|note that the salary provided for the |
| same office in 1870 (fifty-one years ago)
was $2,600, thus showing that the an-
nual galary of the principal examiners
has been raised only $200 during the
| past fifty-one years.

{ What is more startling and sstonish-
ling is the fact that in 1870 an as-
| siatant examiner upon entering the ex-
amining corps of the Patent Office was
| paid $1,600 a year, and to-day the as-
sistant examiner upon entering that
important corps of sclentific experts is
paid only 81,600 a year. Since 1870,
therefore, the entrance aalary of the
patent examiners has actually been re-
dnced $100. -

| In the light of all thess facts, sup-
I;|'11emenf:ed by the increased cost of
iving and the increass in dally wage
and salaries everywhere, is it not aur-
prising that the United States has a
Patent Office at all? If something is
not done, and done soon, to relieve the
sltuation the Patent Office may ac-
tually “pass away.”

CORNELIUS C. BILLINGS.
New York, Dec. 2, 1921,

“The Tumulty Barricade
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: T have read with interest your
editorlal entitled “The Tumulty Bar-
ricade.! Tumulty takes himself o
seriously that he Is entitled to be
classified 28 what Artemus Ward called
“an amoosin cuss.”

But there is another phase of the
matter that is not amusing and might
have produced serious results, Even at
this late day, with the danger passed,
it must arouse indignation that Mr,
Tumulty and Dr, Grayson could for &
time assume the functions of arbiters
for the government and all the people
of the nation,

It speaks 'volumes for the stability
of our institutions and the good sense
of our people that while a constant
flow of misrepresentution was issuing
from the White House the other
branches of the povernment were fune-
tioning snd there was no turmoil
among the people. A.F F,

New York, Dec. 5, 1921,

“Can Germany Pay?"
':'I'o the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: For years we have been hear-
[ing the question “Can Germany pay 1"
!"When an individual or a corporation
has inflicted damage on another and
suit is brought and judgment obtained
jand the damage and costs ars not pald,
what next? Execution. The Sheriff is
idirected to make of the goods and chat-
tels of the defendant so much money,
and if suficient goods and chattels of
the defendant cannot be found, then
the debt or balance thereof must be
collected by selling so much of the land
and real estate of the defendant as will
{ be necessary to satisfy the judgment,
iuﬂd any land or real estate belonging
to the defendant is seized, advertized
! and sold to the highest bidder,
.ﬁ Germany did the damage, suit has
iheen brought and the damage reduced
i to a judgment, She says she has not
| sufficient goods to pay. Then why hag-
{ gle about it? Issue execution and seize
fe;_mugh real estate to satisf{y the judg-
ment. Germany can pay, but won't.
| Bhe has lands sufficient to pay with, so
‘ take these lands and aatisfy the judg-
iment. Take sufficient lands to caheel
| the debt and let the remainder of Ger-
'mmy have revolutions at itas pleasure.
WILLIAM W. WELCH.
\ Paterson, N, J, Nov. 80, 1921,

The Tower

U.B. P. 0. PLUS U. 8. M. C.

I seen their beautiful pleturens

With the lazy troplcal sea,

And when 1 stopped the recrulting
BArge

Hea up and says to me;

“Do you want to travel, me husky
friend?

Want to ses them pretty scenea?

If you do, juet rign on the dotted line,

Try & hitch with us marines.”

So I took on with the outfit,

Wondering when I'd sail

To ses them typioal tropical pabns,

But now I'm guarding the mails.

Riding around in a mail truck,
Scooting down Broadway;

Or stuck in an Eris mail car

With a ride til! judgment Jey.
Dreaming of coral islands

And the jungle's vivid green.

With no place to go but the R. P, Q.
Now that I’'m a marine.

Up and down around the town,

Over kill and vale.

Travel? Well, I'll xay so,

Guarding the U. S, Mail, B. M,

We are notoriously s gocd sailor,
and the undulatory motion of a ship
has found, finds, and shall find us un-
afrnid; but when Mr. Roscos Arbutkle
says, “Why thiz great misfortune
should have fallen upon ma {8 a mya-
tery that only God can and will some
day reveal” and “I have slways rested
my cause in a profound bellef in Di-
vine Justice and in confidence in the
great heart and fairneas of the Amer-
ican people’—when he says that, wo
know precigsely how the less sturdy
passengers on & rolling ship must feel,

Thres Men in a Boat
[Prom The Armerican] .
Prinece Miguel, of Braganza, salled
for New York Wednesday to join his
wife. J, P. Morgan end Earl Granard
were the other passengers on the
Olympic.

Born in 1859, the Kalser Is na long-
er young.—Associated&Press,
And vet he continually stands on hla
hoad—
Dues he think, at his age, it {s right?

If Ed, Wynn ever goes into the Mnomi

Pitchehe, wa hope he'll have his
scenario written for him by Anita Loos:

The Astlgmatism of the Argus
[From the Mount Vernon Argus]
Editor Argus: Will you kindly advise
me through the columna of your paper the
author and title of the poem in which the

following lines oceur;—
“'Ships that pass in the night
And hail each other in passing.”
MRS, IDA CLARKE.
The guotation i3 from "“The Theologlan's
Tale,” in "Tales of a Wayside Inn,"” by
Tennyson.—[Ed. ]

“Incidentally,” says the Dutch Trc:\tJ
Club's ennouncement of this noon's |
luncheon—and in it Secretary Reuben
P. Sleicher strikes the optlmistic note
—"“Miss Lowell is the second member
of her sex to appear before the club,
We hope to have better luck ns we pro-
ceed.”

The Traffic Cop’s Honor Roll
Though firm and stern he seema to he
(His mustache bristles dignity),
My vote goes to that handsome bird
Who cops at Fifth and Forty-third.
E. B.

So negligible in wvolume is the new
lingerie that the fashionable shops
make deliveries to their customers in
envelopes.—Paris cable to The Amer-
fcan,

Tut! tut]! Old stuff! A lovely but
to be relied on nuthority tells us that
gsome lingerie actually is named in
honor of the envelope.

L The Joy-Removers

“Yes—and that will dye so nlcely
when you get tired of that color.”

“When that lace gets soiled you ecan
clean it in gasoline.”

“Next year you can have it made
over into'"— N. H. B,

His “Oft in the Willys-Knight” may
haunt Oraon, but ever since our receipt
of “The Edge of the Jungle” by Wil-
llam Beebe, we have heen singing, to
the deatruction of what we in the office
here call the Creatiye Impulse, “Beebe's
book's the silver moon, sailing on the
gen."” '

THE DIARY OF OUR OWN SAMUEL PEPYS

December 3—To my barber’s to be
trimmed, and so to the Armory to play
tennis, but conversed most of the time
with Mrs, Lynch; and so home and
took my wife to Mistress Beatrice
Kaufman's end thence to the train,
which she boarded with Mistress Lola,
and so with G. Kaufman and Juliet
Brenon to dinner, and so home, where
a card game was toward, with & fine
collation, and I win heavily, and glad
enough of it, too.

4—Early up, and watched the snow
fall for an hour, and then wrote for a
few minutes, which exhhusted me, so
to see Hilda, and we had luncheon at
an inn, and with her to ses Miss Edna
Ferber, and A. Boyden come and tells
ug of the woe of Central Europe, where
ke has been for two years, and I
should think the self-centered {frivo-
lousness of us all here and the slight
interest we take in the acute miseries
of far countries would fill him with
despair and contempt. Drove Hilda
home and so back, and drova Edna
through the silver-treed park and left
my petrol-waggon in its home, and so
walked two miles with E., the pleasant-
est walk ever I had.

6—All day at my office, and so home,

Two more books have attained =o
great & popularity that thelr titles
generally are misquoted as “Girls” and
“Soldiera Three,"

If any promoter succeeds in convert-
ing mora than four first-claea lawn
teanis players to professionslism—and
there is no shadow of a chance that he
will succeed—he will probably try to
have records, such as playing a met in
the shortest possible time; and six-
dey contests.

Taking money for participating in a
sport never improved the quality of
the output, .

—

"result of the attacks in China upon
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Shantung

George W. Wickersham's View of
Japan's Treaty Rights
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial of December 3
on Shantung suggests to my mind the
necessity of drawing attention to the
facts of the situation, It seems to me
that the circumstance that the United
States has failed to become & party to
the Treaty of Versailles in no way re-
lieves China from obligations into
which she freely has entered with
Japan and other powers. In your edi-
torial it is stated:

“Japan entered the war against
Germany in August, 1914. Her first
move was to expel the Germans from
Shantung. China asked to be al-
lowed to participate in ‘this enter-
prise, with a view to reclaiming her
1ease§ and concessions, Japan would
not permit this.”

The historical facts are that as the

certain German missionaries a treaty
wa4 entered into between China and
Germany, dated March 6, 1898, where-
by China granted to Germany the lease
of Kiaochau and certain other rights,
including authority to Germany to

tung, After the outbreak of the war
in Europe the Japanese forces cap-
tured Kiaochau and certain German
vessels, after which a treaty was en-
tered into betwecen the governments
of China and Japan, dated May 25,
1915, in and by which the Chinese gov-
ernment agreed

“to give full easent to all matters
upon which the Japanese government
may hereafter agree with the Ger-|
man government relating to the dis«
position of all rights, interests and
concessions which Germany, by vir-
tue of treaties or otherwise, possesses
in relation to the Province of Shan-
tung."

At the close of the war, by the
Treaty of Versailles, Articles 158-157,
Germany renounced in favor of Japan
all her rights scquired by virtue of
the treaty made by her with China on
March 6, 1898, and all other arrange-
ments relative to the Province of
Shantung, including all railroad rights
in  the Tsingtao-Tainanfu Rallway.
This treaty was voluntarily accepted
by the government of China and that
government also became a member of
the Leagus of Nations, created by the
first article of the treaty, Dr. Wel-
lingten Koo, now the head of its dele-
gation to the conference in Washing-
ton, was the leading representative of
that nation at the firat meeting of the
Assembly of the Leagua of Nations,
held at Geneva in December, 1920, and
at that meeting China was elected one
of the four non-permanent members
of the Council of the League of Na-
tions, and accepted that election.

In a speech before the first Assem-
bly of the League Dr. Koo, on behalf
of his government, stated that there
were several subjects of vital interest
to China affecting international rela-
tions which, under the provisions of
the covenant of the league, the Repub-
lie of China intended to bring to the
attention of the Assembly or the Coun-
cil; that in view of the fact that at
this first session of the Assembly its
time was devoted, and rightly so in the
opinion of the Chinese delegation, to
perfecting the organization of the
league and its rights and duties as set
forth in the covenant, the Chinese gov-
ernment would not bring those sub-
Jects befora the Assembly at that ses-
sion, but it was announced that in thus
refraining from bringing those sub-
jects to the atténtion of the league at
that time full right was reserved to
bring them to the attention of the
Council at a more appropriate time in

the future. The questions thus re-

served may include everything per-
taining to Kiaochan or Shantung.

You say in your editorisl that in the
Americen view the Japanese tenancy
of Shantung is unwarranted, being
based on force. Nothing could be fur-
ther from ths truth, The Japanese
occupation of Bhantung iz baged upon
treaties quite as solemn as any under
which we hold rights from any foreign
nation, and the fact that the United
States Is not a party to those treaties
can in no respect impair the legality
of the rights which Japan acquired by
virtue of her agreements with China,
What Japan, as 8 matter of policy or
of good morals, should do in the future
regarding those rights, and how far
she is equitably bound by cocllateral
promises to renounce them, is a total-
ly different guestion, but let ua avoid
confusing iskues in the minds of the
people by making unfounded cleims or
illegel assertions, when as 2 matter of
fact the rights of Japan are founded
upon treaties freely made by sov-
ereign powers,

GECRGE W. WICKERSHAM.

New York, Dec. 3, 1821,

[Mr. Wickersham says that the
Versailles treaty was ‘‘voluntarily
accepted by China” and that the
Chinese government “also became a
member of the League of Nations
created by the First Article of the
treaty.” This is not the case. China
didn’t sign the Versailles treaty and
made a sepBrate treaty of peace
with Germany, as the United States
did. She didn’t became £ member
of the league by virtue of the Ver-
sailles treaty. The treaty of May 25,
19816, to which he refars, followed
the submiszion by Jepan of the fa-
mous Twenty-one Demands, accom-
panied by an ultimatum. It was
notoriously made under duress.
—Ed.]

Pedestrians Taking Chances
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: At 6 p. m. Tuesday I witnessed
an episode at Thirty-sixth Street and
Fifth Avenue that shows how neces-
sary it is to make a law requiring
pedestriana to obey traffic rules.

A woman started to crosa the ave-
nue, paying ne attention to the yellow
light signal (although vehicular traffic
was crowded at the time), and she was
nearly run over, being rescued from a
perilous position by the traffic officer
at great personal risk to himself.

Whereupon a young man started to
abusa the trafiic officer, telling him
and all bystanders that the woman had
the right of way and that all pedes-
trians had the right of way over vehi-
cles at all times, In'this he was backed
up by a man who claimed to have
studied the law on the subject.

So far as the law goes, I suppose the
woman could do as she pleased, but
she had no moral right to cross at that
time and showed little sense and no
spirit of fair play.

What would be thought of the card
playsr who claimed the privilege of
playing out of turn or the baseball
player who insisted on hatting all the
time? MABEL VAN VECHTEN.

New Yozk, Dec. 8, 1921,

Reason for Haste
(From The Hansaz City Star)

Delegates to the Washington con-
ference from Europe are anxious to
get home before Christmas and conazs-
quently are pulling hard to have the
major agreements settled in time for
them to sail. Pressure of that sort
often tends to shorten argument. It
is recalled that a plague of insacts
in Independence Hall, Philadelphia,
hurried the delegatea there present
into an early issuing of the Declara-
tion of Indspendence.

You Know Them?

Words That Have Caught the Eye of
An Average Reader

To the Editor of the Tribune.

Bir: The extent of the vocabulary of
the aversge business man, who is also
the average newspaper reader, has been
rated by various experts at a low level
While T have no statistics or estimstes
on the subject, it seems tc be agreed
among educators and the like that the
number of words st the command of
the business man is small, that be
places & heavy load on each of the fow
words in his guota, and that he re-
{rains from reducing the load by add-
ing new words to his stock for fear
of appearing over-learned, impractical
and affected.

In this connection I have noted the
following words, the majority of whith
[ have observed in the news and el
torial columns of New York news
papers. I wonder how many of them
words are familiar to ths average busls
ness man? They are:

Shibboleth, surtout, levee, eristis
savegely, perquisite, polemies, jeremisd,
viiuse, concierge, vieinage, apse, sen-
tentious, menage, anhydrous, appanage,
apotheosis, egalitarian, moiety, [rre-
dentism, guerdon, diablerie, esoteriy
plethora, perspicuons, tergiversation,
troglodyte.

These words ere mon-technical, snd
yet I do not think that the large ma-
jority of us (i. e, average newspapsr
readers) could give an offhand definte
tion of an appreciable percentsge #f
them. It would be interesting to mold
the standing of those in this regard
who may have atudled in high school
or college along classical lines.

A. C. HAVEN.

Mount Vernom, N. Y., Dec. 4, 1981

For German Export Tax
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There hss bheen a great desl|
of discussion es to whether or meb
Germany can pay, many claiming that
Germany should be forced to pay, efbe!
ers, with equal assurance, that shs F
cannot, and that to attempt foree
would mean finoncial disaster not only|
to Germany but to the rest of Eurcih
One thing is sure: so long as Britih|
and American financiers issue stats-
ments to tha effect that Germany cai*
not poseibly pay there i very little
likelihood of her meking a serious ef*
fort to do so.

The present depreciation of the Ger
man mark is the cause of great
economically. As a result of it Ger
many is producing at very low cost
goods of all kinds and flooding the
world’s markets at prices which admit
of no competition.

My suggestion is tlat the Allies §
create and take charge of a Germsd .
export tax department, The failure off
Germany to meet her acknowl i |
debts to the Allies would seem to jusif
tify this.

All goods exported from GermadTij
would be taxed the difference betweth iy
the face value of the invoice at VAl
current rate of exchange and at HOf
normal value of the mark, or whatevef §f
proportion of this difference is o8
nomically correct. Germany
then have to compete in the world® @
morkets on the same basis as other DM
tions.

The money so collected, after p
the expenses of the tax departe
could be used partly to replemish ¢
German treasury and so automaté
increase the value of the mark, #8%4
thereby decrease and eventually " .
away with the export tax and W_ﬂ’ “ f
pay, the German indebtedness tn %
Allies. ﬂ.*

New York, Dee. & 188k By
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